VERA WANG:
Remembering the Magic
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As she embarked on her teen yoars, o
toprlevel competitve coresr seermed
within het grasp.  “The drive; lenacity
ard discipling ware these,” recalls Peter.
"She pul avery cunce of her heort ond
soul i "

He fiee skating refiscted the dance
begning she had wcsived of Geosge
Ballanching's Schoal of Amenican Ballet
Her forle was nol in he depth of diffi
culty of har jumps, but in the beauty of
har movemons, o compelling “feline,
fomme logle quoliy” she possessed.
“liquid mofion on ice, with very like
opparert effod,” recofls an enlocker.
“Vory dromasic, highly imerpietive, i
faminine. Inwinsicolly orisic, ond she
made i oppes efforless”  Sonyo
mcals, “The progrom she skoted 1o
Schehawazade wos custonding; il gove
ma chills.*

But il wasn't easy, ond consisency of
performance wos o bete noir for the
Yourg worman, Howeve, occonding i
o lnend, Her spirt was remorkable;
she'd cofl on energy her body didn’t
abwoys have, and come through.  She
had couroge + she ngver considerad the
possibiliy of pgt baing oble 1o do it”

Cindy days belore entering her senioe
year o Chopin fshe had peevioushy
aflended Friends Semingryl, Veo
dropped oot 1o focus ofl her energies on
voining for o Derh on the 19GE
Olympic tsam,  Her efions wee unsuc
cesshyl, do the hanoe of her porents.

A new obslacke sefoced.  lesfand,
the riek In the old Modisen Square
Genden bulding a1 S0t Sveet and Bt
Avenue in Manhation that was faining
grewnd for all Mew Yorkibowed skakee,
wos demolished, |t would toke of leas
twio years for the Mew York Clib's new
sink, Shy Rink, on tha 1 fioor of o sky
scraper on 33rd Shest, o be bl

“Without o conveniant rink ko bain on,
when Veso enterad Sarch lowmence
Collega, it become impossible for her 1o
achieve her skoling goals - alhough

been oble o do it, o there are no
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She wes. lucky ¢ the was oble o shoe

Vera hod lefi Bronst, which wos e
iolk of the rink. Sorpe, oad then Peter
become bai coockes ond  howe
remoned her friends in fe present doy
Vera plunged inlo o sew cotegory of
doling - poin, whch mgued no
schoel figues.  She teomed with the
young, tolesed jomes Suort, ond ey
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yoan 1o come o Wms with the hean
brock, to mcover her emofiono!
oquibrium ond 1o ovescomes the fefing
of empliness, which she loier leomed
wos deoression - o conditon thot wos

rol discussed openly o3 ¥ is today.
She montered Somoh loneresce ond
with @ BA in A History [she
would olso ovend the Sorboera) The
glaom of spoflights would one day focus
on Vera Wang, bu e sound ond the
fury of the fashon workd would provide
fhe crena in which her g wenld four
sh, the wenus in which she hod
achieved grediness. She hod found her
gwn colling ot lag. B is fossncting thoe
#o aftenkion o detoil, whch chorocter

izes her e swely found B miror
image in e yoors of process of build:
ingy and refining har repericie of school
figures, which weas ol ahee detal and
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“Things hoppen b o mason,” Ma.
Wang has chserved. And today, while
balancing o professionsl end personal
life *is hord” |ske i momed with heo
doughtens], she oppears fo have may
tered that ot os well. “Every yeor |
believe in myself o bde mom,” she
recenty said.

While she s the words pisesninent
designer of bridal gowns ond evening:
wear [Oioroh Winhey hos described
Wang's book on weddings o3 "0 work
of o), # was nevinable that her pas-
siem b fashion and for stating would
menge. “Civibans” leamed of har
imechvarment with the kce world whan she
crocied the shimmeding costume MNoncy
Eartigan wos in the 1594 Olympics: in
mecent yaom, she hos designed for
Michelle Kwon [the finished product is
chways "o collchobon betwesn the
artist g the designer,” notes Vangl.
I seems o noweol pogression of
svanh ot e crective vision ond orisr
b doring of kea Theate of Mew York
wauld find on edmiser and o chempion
in Ms. Wong, ond vice wiso  lce
Theave founder Meira Mot surms it up:
“Vera is on exiroordinary woman who 4
commilted to excellance on gll levels.
Her passion and enthusiosm for pecple
and the projects she bolieves in are not
anly exciting, bul inspiringl  Explodng
s horizons ond cheorering new sarr
tory in the land of every shater's
imaginasan - thase are o shored gools
o e Theae, | am chaoluehy thrilled 1o
welcome Verz Wong oz o member of
the ice Theowe fomily W s o joy o
hanor her ot our 2003 Golo.®
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